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Dear Readers: 

 

This time of year the Arts Council focuses on 

two major tasks: review of programs presented 

during this past season and the annual 

membership drive. This newsletter comes to you 

as a compliment of the Arts Council if you are 

currently not a member, in hopes that some 

insights will convince you to become a member. 

If you have been a member, we thank you for 

your support and encourage your input.  
 

The national arts advocacy group, Americans for 

the Arts, recently conducted a study about the 

economic impact of the arts. “What the local 

and comparative data shows is that not only are 

the arts a formidable business industry, it is 

a growth industry as well,” stated Robert L. 

Lynch, president and CEO of Americans for the 

Arts. Nationwide, the Arts & Economic 

Prosperity III study reveals that the nonprofit 

arts industry produces $166.2 billion in 

economic activity every year, resulting in 

$29.6 billion in federal, state, and local tax 

revenues.  In addition, it generates the 

following: 5.7 million full-time equivalent 

jobs and $104.2 billion in resident household 

income. 

Huntingdon County Arts Council(HCAC)is in line 

with this trend. In recent years our project 

budget has quadrupled, aided by a number of 

grants through private and state funding 

sources, including Pennsylvania Performing Arts 

on Tour, the Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation, 

Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, and private 

donations. These grants provided the financial 

backbone to get new projects off the ground. 

Folk College and the Greenwood Furnace Folk 

Gathering are two such 

examples. During the 

past three years our 

core group of 

volunteers worked hard 

and established strong 

relationships with 

both Juniata College 

and Greenwood Furnace 



State Park to ensure a healthy growth of these 

events. Already, plans have been confirmed for 2008 

– mark your calendar for Folk College over the 

Memorial Day Weekend and The Folk Gathering during 

the second weekend in September. More than just 

music events, Folk College brings visitors from 

throughout the eastern United States to Huntingdon, 

affords music workshops in local schools and offers 

scholarships to Folk College for all Huntingdon county students. The Folk 

Gathering, with its focus on Pennsylvania musical traditions, has become a 

tool to inventory local talent.  This coming year, we anticipate to record 

the amazing stories of John Dively’s musical journey and share them and 

Dively Shawvers Bluegrass music with an enthusiastic audience.  

 

Music is also the key element in our Summer of… 

programming at Raystown Lake Amphitheatre. For over 

30 years the HCAC has put together Friday evening 

entertainment that is free and open to the public. 

Seven to nine concerts, an occasional storyteller or 

other presentation have been drawing ever increasing 

crowds. The average attendance was 200 in 2007, up 

from the barely 100 just four years ago.  

 

Our partnership with the Huntingdon County Fair is also 

providing new opportunities for Huntingdon residents and 

artists. The Banjo Contest is very popularand the art 

exhibit is continuously adjusted to accommodate new 

trends in the arts. Look for new categories, such as 

polymer clays, found art and fused glass in 2008. 
 

Arts in education continues to be one of the HCAC’s most 

passionate initiatives. While Huntingdon County is still 

awaiting the assignment of an arts in education partner by 

the state’s art agency PCA, the HCAC implements workshops, 

shows and residencies in local schools. In 2008 Southern 

Huntingdon School District will host Spring Thaw, our annual 

youth art show. 2008 will also see the National Premier of 

“Sowing the Wind”, a theater production that started with the 

residency of playwright Barry Kornhauser at Juniata Valley 

School District two years ago. 
 

Literature has also taken on a more dominant role for the HCAC. Local 

poets and writers have a voice at regular readings in Huntingdon, Mount 

Union and Orbisonia. April is nationally celebrated as Poetry Month – and 

again Huntingdon is no exception. 
 

We hope that 2008 will be a year for increased public art – installations 

such as murals and sculptures that celebrate our community, its leaders, 

ingenuity, philanthropy, vision and history. Based on J.C. Blair’s 

accomplishments, we plan on an ongoing theme, “The Paper Trail”, for art 

installations in Huntingdon.  



Looking ahead, The HCAC faces some of its biggest challenges yet. The 

board decided to move arts council operations to 212 Fourth Street in 

Huntingdon. Formerly known as the AAA building, the central downtown 

location will not only accommodate administrative needs, but will provide 

a space for exhibitions, programs and readings. Your generous donations 

and membership contributions will effectively make this dream a reality! 

And our joint efforts will create a presence and attraction in Huntingdon 

to ensure this community’s cultural prosperity. 
 

If you wish to become more involved in arts council activities, serve on 

one of our committees, or have suggestions for the benefit of the 

organization, please contact us by phone at (814) 643-6220 or e-amil at 

huntingdonarts@comcast.net. 
 

Wishing you an enjoyable fall and happy holidays! 

 

Ilona Ballreich, Exec.Director 
 

 

    J.C. Blair ð His Life and Times 
 

Presented by Nancy Shedd 
Sunday, November 11, 2007 

2 pm at the Huntingdon County 
Historical Society 

 
Earlier this year, the Huntingdon County Arts 
Council received an Arts and Humanities Grant 

from the Pennsylvania Humanities Council (PHC).In 
Partnership with the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, the PHC supports 
projects combining the arts and discussion, the heart of the humanities. 
Our project focuses on J.C. Blair, whose enterprising spirit contributed much 
to this community and whose generosity has a lasting impact. Local historian 
and author will illuminate his accomplishments, his life and time at this 
special presentation. The event is free and open to the public.  
 

 
HCAC Fellowship applications are now available 
 

The Huntingdon County Arts Council is offering a Fellowship to established or emerging artists for 
2008/09 in the amount of $1000. Interested applicants should call the arts council at (814) 643-6220 
for an application form. Applicants have to be a resident of Huntingdon County. 
Fellowships are designed to allow artists to expand their work, skill or medium. The HCAC requires a 
public presentation at the completion of the fellowship in form of an exhibit or concert or similar 
venue. 
Recent recipients include Curtis Rockwell, Dave Berger, Sally Frehn, and Elaine Whitesel. 
 



Focus on the Artists:  Scott Ainslie    

Huntingdon had its first taste of Scott Ainslieôs music 
this past summer during Folk College ô07. He came 
to the HCAC event as a teacher and performer, and it 
was evident that he loves music with a passion. 
Although he has performed on stages throughout this 
country and overseas, including the Kennedy Center 
and Belfastôs Empire Music Hall, his personal style 
allowed students at Folk College to learn from the 
master in one on one consultations (as pictured on 
the right). 
Ainslieôs music is a beguiling mix of the African and 
American roots of the Blues in history and song. He 
has multiple CDs to his name and has published 
books, both on technique and music. A multiple 
award winner, scholar and artist, Ainslie participates 
in numerous recognized events, including the 
Augusta heritage Days, Common Ground on the Hill 
and the Swannanoa Gathering Guitar Week. The 
HCAC is pleased to announce that he will return to 
Folk College in Huntingdon in 2008.   
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